parts, seasons, and plant communities. He also demonstrated that average energy values were higher in tundra vegetation than in vegetation of lower elevation and latitudes. Bliss (1962) presented data on 40 alpine flowering plants in New Hampshire. Bliss's data also showed alpine plants to be relatively high in energy value, but he did not find a significant seasonal variation in caloric value of aboveground parts.
Methods
Biweekly samples of several species (Table 1) The three stations-Headquarters Park, Libby Flat, and Sand Lakesupported vegetation representative of the upper limits of the subalpine sedge-hairgrass and of the transition to the alpine sedge-hairgrass community. The two communities are similar (Johnson, 1962) .
Results
Caloric values showed no consistent seasonal trends. The expected increase due to fruiting (Golley, 1961; Bliss, 1962) leaves, and stems). The comparisons are also confounded by the fact that the alpine climate and vegetation of New Hampshire, from which both Galley's and Bliss's data were obtained, are more closely related to that of the arctic and alpine communities of Scandinavia and central Europe than to the western United States (Bliss, 1963) .
